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SETON HALL FORCED TO CLOSE

Seton Hall High Schoel will be foreced to close afte r
the graduation of the I974 class, The r e asons stated by the
prineiple,Sister Mary Louise Brink, were the lack of religious
personnel replacement combined with financial diffieculty.

On Ost. 26,1972 at I857,S8ister Mary Louise slowly
approached the center microphone at the auditorium front., Then
suddenly the room lost all its 1life as the juniors snd the seniors
became attentive, Sister firmly b egan,"All & he rumors you
have heard are true. Seton Hall is closing, We must not let
the school die slowly., This is a vital year,"

The reasons sister stated for the closing were the flow
of young nuns was decreasing. Women todat just aren't joining
the order.Furtermore,by I980, helf the Sisters Of Charity would
be retired and the future must be secured for them, Also
financial difficulties could not be met, The lighting bill
alone amounts to 800.dollars amonth:, The salaries of the
inereasing number of lay teachers(I8 out of LI) also presents
a problem . At Seton ,tultion pays most of the expenses,

State assistance two years ago smounted to $32,000,This aid was
cut,

Continuing ,Sister said no freshmen would be admitted
next year.Also, all the teachers and custadians would be insured
employment, This guaranty was made by Father Shanahan, There
would not be an insrease in tuition to compensate for the
problem, Sister Mary Louise added that the freshmen and the
sophmores would be given the option to transfer or stay., Also,
the transfering students would not encounter any prolems.,

The Diocesan High Schools conduct amoney drive to solve
money problems while St, Anthony's in Smithtown has an alumni
assoclation, Both solutions could be used here at Seton,
However ,the Motherhouse of the Sisters of Charity would have
the last womd,

EDITORAL

Seton Hall 1s closing, Even in print the words are un-
believable, Many of us realized the inevitability of the
dieision,still the words left shollow felling.Catholic edueation
is becoming & thing of the past."The _times -they are a changing,"
perhaps Seton didn't change with them,

I heard many students expressing their alarm at the not
putting up a fight, This is not the case, Many alternatives were

discussed in trying to avold the closing. Unfortunately,it
.was too late. There are mixed emotions in all of us, Anger
at not being t0ld of the finencial situation earlier if very

evident, Dismay at the end of & tradition is there, Let us

consider the teachers ,though,They are not deliberately turning
their backs on us, They are dedicated men and women who have
made Seton Hall an integral part of their lives, No oné could
be more distressed at the decision theen the faculty is,

Now that we are all faced with this ultimatum,the true
value of Seton Hall is sinking into us, I wish I ecould have
been more appreciative befofe,but it is still ; not too
late to get the most out of our education here, I hope more
people will get involved with the school,show more spirit and
strive for more unity, At least then you can say that you were

really a part of Seton Hall,
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" hy Seton Hall? This was one of the most frequently voiced
of the dozens of yet unanswered quostions posed by the stunned, |
damp=eyed Seton Hall students who learned that their school will
have to close,

The effect o thr disclosure was inmediate und evident., iAnid
the expected responses,the gmaeral shock, and anxiety of the lowver
classuen who will not grucduate from 8eton Hall, another reaction
vasvery apparent. For the first time people began to reulize that
they really care about Seton liull and everything it is andthat it
stands for.They began to feel and appreciate that intangible,
in expresaible something that makes Seton Hall mean so much.

It is sad that it took something so grave to make us aware
of what Seton Hall means to each of us, What is important, though,
is that in this crisis the entire student body is united within
itself and with the facultyas it has never been before. It is
really mooving to see the seniors, who do not have to worry
begause they are leavimg the school anyway, concerned about what
will happen to our school. they dordt know why they care so much
but they keep caréng and hoping. '

The mast heartning result of the announcement was the fact that
8¢ many students immmdiately began to discusc among themselves
and with the teachers ideas to save the school from closing,
Perhaps it is idealistie to think that, ever -he help of tle
Fathers Club, we could possibly raise enougl asoney to meet the

s of contunine te-run the school without enough sisters,
Certainly the decision to close Seton Hall was not made without ¢
carefull concederationd of every possible ahhernative., It seems
that we rmust continue oot efforts to find a way to keep this
school open . If we are united in our efforts, as we are united
in our concern; we can find a solutdion to our problems facing
Seton Hall. We must do something to give others the opportunity
to experience what we have experienced here,
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When the tragedies of life become personal it is often very
difficult to accept th-m. Because of such trage.ies in 1ife
man is of Len re: inced of the many things which are taken for
gragtea° Too often we are inelined to eriticize that which
we ave .,
Now, the students of Seton Hall, are given a chance to
express thédr gratitude, their loyality and thelr deep concern
for ‘their school and dedicated faculity.
Seton Hall lligh School has grown from a one room school
house that it was thirty years ago because of the nesd of
improvement, the disires for change and most i:.portant the
constructive and realistie plans of action., Is it time for
us to accept Seton Hall's death or do we oncc again ses a hope
and a prospective plan of action?
The future of Jeton lall might lie in the désecrestion
of those students who have attended thés school and those whose
lives are still being molded because of this school,
The future of Seton Hall may vary, many feel we can
merely protong-the-schoolls elistance, others have projected -
the future of our scho:1l, - emmacs — ——
It is possible that one day we may drive by Roe 1.1lvd,
to fincthe once school a Cetty Service Station or a Burger
iing. As one interested and realistic fuculty member said,
"It might be converted into a hospital whers we will find the
salvation of bodies instead of souls."
Hevertheless, we must not forget what the result of those
whose lives depend on the existance of the school. We must ‘
not allow ourselves to become indifferent of our situation.
We are the students of Seton Hall inspite of its future out- ‘

look. It is now up to us to show our Cratitude and our loyality
to our school,



